
Pruning your trees after Hurricane Harvey 
Corpus Christi - Cleanup is under way in Corpus Christi this morning.  While there is limited structural damage in Corpus 

Christi, other areas sustained catastrophic damage.  One of the hardest hit parts of our property, is the home landscape.  

There is extensive tree damage all over town.  Here are some tips to help you decide what to do with those damaged 

trees, along with several great resources for additional tree pruning information. 

 Is it Safe to venture out? The first thing you should do is make sure 

that there are no existing dangers in your landscape such as downed 

power lines or ruptured gas lines.  As much as you want to get out 

and get things cleaned up, safety first is a must. 

 Don’t bite off more than you can chew 

o If you have never used a chainsaw, you should not be using 

one now. 

o You should only prune limbs that you can reach from the 

ground. 

o Call in experts or tree services for major jobs. 

 How bad is the damage? – Is the tree a total loss or is it salvageable? 

o Uprooted trees are not salvageable 

o Trees with major damage to the crown – most large limbs are broken, are not salvageable.  Topping is 

detrimental to the trees and you will not be happy with the resulting product. 

o Trees with major damage to the trunk are most likely not salvageable. 

o What can be saved? 

 Trees with numerous small broken branches can be pruned back and saved. 

 Trees with only one or two large broken limbs may be salvageable. 

 Most small trees can be re-staked and usually saved. 

 Shrubs can usually be pruned back 

o Be careful to remove only damaged wood.  Remember the trees are stressed by the hurricane just like 

you are. The less you can remove the better.  Trees are relying on their reserves to recover. 

o Don’t be too hasty – even though most of the leaves may be gone, most trees will recover.  Give your 

tree plenty of time to respond before deciding that it’s a goner and should be removed. 

o Storm surge – If your trees have been exposed to saltwater as a result of storm surge, you may want to 

flush their root systems with fresh water to leach the salts away from the roots and push them on 

through the soil. 

The following publications do a great job guiding you through pruning and tree care: 

 https://texashelp.tamu.edu/browse/by-type/naturally-occurring/severe-weather/trees/ 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/landscape/proper-pruning-techniques/ 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/EP/EP30000.pdf 

https://www.miamidade.gov/environment/library/reports/trees-damage-assess.pdf 

 

 
For more information contact Kevin Gibbs, CEA, Horticulture, Nueces County at 

361-767-5217 or kevin.gibbs@ag.tamu.edu 
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