
PLANTS FOR SHADE

Common Name Scientific Name Type Height Comment

DRY SHADE

Shrimp Plant Justicia brandegeana, tomentosa Perennial 3-4' Fawn and orange-red colored flowers

Mexican Petunia Ruellia squarrosa Perennial 2' Mass plant/Spreads rapidly/Purple-gray leaf

Katy' s Dwarf Ruellia Ruellia brittoniana Perennial 1' White - Good border, Not as invasive

Nandina Nandina domestica Evergreen Shrub 2-4' Orange, red foliage - Red berries

Pittosporum Pittosporum tobira Evergreen Shrub 3-6' Not cold hardy

Boxwood Buxus macrophylla Evergreen Shrub 1-2' Easily pruned

Bamboo Bamboo sp. Evergreen Shrub 4-8' Very invasive - Use with care

Turk' s Cap Malvaviscus drummondi Perennial 3-5' Orange-red color

Rock Rose Pavonia lasiopetala Perennial 2-3' Pink flowers

Salvia Salvia regla Perennial 1' Scarlet color - Summer Bloom

Mexican Oregano (Summer/Evergreen) Poliomintha longiflora Annual/Perennial 1½' Lavendar/pink flowers 

Texas Aster Aster texanus Annual 6-8" Lavendar daisy flowers in October

English Ivy Hedera helix Ground Cover/Vine 4-6" Wet and dry areas; varigated

Mondo Grass/Monkey Grass Ophipogon jap Ground Cover 4-6" Varigated and dwarf species

Liriope-Big Blue/Majestic/Monroe White Liriope muscari Ground Cover 1' Lavendar/white flower spikes

Liriope - Silver Dragon Liriope spicata Moist Shade 1' Spreads by underground runners

Tropical Sage Salvia coccinea Perennial Colonizes - Pink, white, crimson

Texas Aster Aster texanus Evergreen 8-12" Wet/Dry, small lavender daisies, blooms late October

Asiatic Jasmine Trachelospermum asiaticum Groundcover 8-12" Varigated and dwarf



Common Name Scientific Name Type Height Comment

MOIST SHADE

Wood Fern Thelypteris kunthii Perennial 1-1½' Dies back in winter

Maidenhair Fern Adiantum capillus-veneris Perennial 1-1½' Susceptible to cold

Holly Fern Cyrtomium falcatum Evergreen 2-3' Slow growing - Constantly moist

Chinese Ground Orchid Bletilla striata Perennial 1' Pink/white April blooms

Calla Lily Zantecleshia aethiopica Perennial 1-1½' Great for ponds - White

Spider Lillies Lycoris radiata Bulb 1-1½' Leaves fall through summer

Crinum Lily Crinum sp. Bulb 2-3' Hardy, naturalizes - Rose, Pink, White

Ginger Zingiberaceae sp. Tropical 4-6' Will freeze back in cold winters

Cast Iron Plant Aspidistra elatior Evergreen 2' Shady Borders,  Very tough

Japanese Silver-Painted Fern Athyrium nipponioum ' Pictum' Fern 1'

Phlox Phlox paniculata Annual 1-1½' Showy/long-flowering,  magenta-pink,  white

Gold Dust Plants Aucuba japonica (variegata) Hardy Evergreen 2-4' Yellow varigated foliage

Japanese Aralia Fatsia japonica Tropical 2-3' Freezes below 20‹F,  Glossy palemate leaves

Strawberry Begonia Saxifrago stolonifera Annual 8" Straw berry rosettes/shor t runners/airy sprays/w hite bloom s

Caladiums Caladium sp. Bulb Showy, colored foliage, summer bedding
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